
D10 AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN | SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2014

TRAVEL

By Amy Laughinghouse
Special to the Austin American-
Statesman

COTE D’AZUR, FRANCE — “Belle!
Belle!” a man calls out from an al
fresco café as I round a bend in my
1956 Porsche 356 Speedster. Wheth-
er his hoot of approval is for me or,
more likely, for my rented wheels
hardly matters. With the top down
and the sunshine of the French Riv-
iera casting a golden glow across
the landscape, I’m smiling ear-to-
ear either way. I only hope I’m out
of sight when I stall the car, the
gears growling like an angry grizzly
as I try to cajole the temperamental
stick shift back into first.

Never mind. I’m going to enjoy
my movie star moment, ensconced
in a red-leather bucket seat as I clear
the coast and head into the hills.
This is silver screen country, after
all, where dozens of seminal flicks
have been shot since the 1950s. My
convertible is the same model fa-
vored by James Dean, and my hair
is pulled back into a wind-defying
bun, a la Grace Kelly. All that’s miss-
ing is Cary Grant ... and a snazzy
score by Henry Mancini to drown
out the carnage I’m inflicting on the
transmission.

Cruising in a vintage car is the
perfect complement to a film-
themed tour of the French Riv-
iera, which begins, appropriately
enough, in Cannes. Every May, ce-
lebrities descend upon this coast-
al city like a flock of Prada-clad pea-
cocks, preening and posing for the
paparazzi before disappearing into
the Palais des Festivals et des Con-
gres to scrutinize the most hotly an-
ticipated movies of the year.

Philippe Octo, who has served
as Cannes’ Stage Management De-
partment director since 1983, is in
charge of ensuring the screenings
run smoothly. To his eternal disap-
pointment, the glory days of poten-
tial glitches have gone the way of
the Dodo, thanks to digital technol-
ogy.

“It’s just a beam and a bit of
sound, like a Game Boy. Push and
play,” sighs Octo, who fondly recalls
a time when reels came straight
from the lab and subtitles were
burned on the spot using acid. Ner-
vous directors, who had only an
hour to adjust color and sound at a

Cote d’Azur
A journey along the French Riviera demonstrates why
it’s simply irresistible to celebrities andmoviemakers.

A cinematic
tour of the

FRANCE

PICTURED FROM TOP: A mural atop the bus
station in Cannes serves as a reminder of the
city’s links to the movie industry.
Chèvre d’Or on the French Riviera.
The Absinthe Bar in Antibes is popular with
tourists and locals alike. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS BY
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COMING
MAY11
Charles Ealy
takes a look at
the Texans who
are headed to
the Cannes Film
Festival this
year.
Follow his daily
reports from
Cannes starting
May 14 at
austin360.com.

By Mauri Elbel
Special to the Austin American-
Statesman

Sunny skies and wildflower-
fringed roads pave the perfect
path for a springtime escape.
Fortunately, Austinites don’t
have to travel far. From peace-
ful retreats to family-
friendly resorts, here are five
nearby spots where leaving
your worries behind is more
than encouraged — it’s un-
avoidable. Book a stay at one
of these places, each located
between two minutes and two
hours from your door, and
prepare to emerge more reju-
venated and refreshed than
you arrived.

Gateway Guesthouse,
www.gatewayguest.com

Gateway Guesthouse inn-
keepers Blaise Bahara and
Bess Giannakakis have creat-
ed a modern-meets-elegant
retreat that’s located near
the heart of downtown Aus-
tin but feels worlds away.
Book a room at the 1917 Tra-
vis Heights house turned cozy
B&B and you’ll leave feeling
like you’ve been on vacation.
“This is a place where you
can truly be a tourist in your
own city,” Bahara says. She’s
right. Even for locals, it can
be an exciting change of pace
to stroll to the colorful shops
and restaurants sprayed along
South Congress, hoof it to
eclectic Rainey Street or walk
downtown to grab a drink
while gleefully sidestepping
the office — especially when
you don’t have to return to re-
ality right away. In the morn-
ing, Bahara will place a glass
of fresh-squeezed orange
juice served in one of her
hand-cut Topo Chico glass-
es while Giannakakis busies
herself preparing a mouthwa-
tering breakfast like quiche

Leave yourworries
behind at these
Austin-area escapes.

Be happy
without
traveling
very far

TEXAS
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By Pam LeBlanc
pleblanc@statesman.com

Back when Bobby Lee Hil-
ton started working at the Ho-
tel Galvez, a cup of coffee cost
about a nickel and Harry Tru-
man lived in the White House.

Things have changed at
the grand old hotel since
then. Hilton, now 80, no lon-
ger makes his money as a cof-
fee boy. He’s now the hotel’s
guest ambassador and revels
in giving visitors a glimpse of
the building’s storied past.

Walking through the Hall
of History with him is a little
like watching “Gone with the
Wind” with Vivien Leigh at
your elbow. He points at old
black and white photos of the
hotel and tells you what it was
like when he was there.

He remembers the time
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower
stayed at the Galvez and rem-

inisces about the glamorous
crowds that once strolled the
seawall. He even admits the
place is haunted — by a young
bride who hung herself af-
ter her husband didn’t return
from sea.

The Hotel Galvez opened
on June 10, 1911, a little more
than a decade after Galveston
was decimated by the great
hurricane of 1900. It served
as the hub of social life in the
port city, hosting politicians
and entertainers from all over

the country.
In the early days, it had

its own candy factory, bar-
ber shop, soda fountain and
doctor’s office. During World
War II, it served as a military
barracks for the U.S. Coast
Guard.

By the time Hilton report-
ed for duty as a teenager in
1949, a pair of Sicilian barbers
known as the Maceo brothers
were doing big business

Hotel Galvez has history in its halls
Inn’s guest ambassador
witness tomuch of the
building’s storied past.

GALVESTON

Galveston’s Hotel Galvez opened in 1911, serving as the hub of social
life in the port city. CONTRIBUTED

Galvez continued on D12

By Kristin Finan
kfinan@statesman.com

In need of a little rest and
relaxation? The LakeHouse
Spa at Lake Austin Spa Re-
sort is offering new treat-
ments perfect for the summer
months.

Feel like your skin needs a
little TLC? Try the Nourish-
ing Avocado Sea Mud Masque,
an all-natural masque that in-

cludes a blend of avocado,
sea mud, kelp, algae and shea
butter ($175 for 50 minutes).
Face need a boost? The Plati-
num Lift Facial is a non-surgi-
cal facelift that tightens areas
of concern using micro-cur-
rent technology ($255 for 80
minutes). Other treatments
include a Blueberry Restor-
ative Facial, a Lakeshore
Fig Scrub and a Vitamin C
Renewal.

Find more information and
make reservations at 800-847-
5637 or www.lakeaustin.com.

TRAVELMATTERS

Lake Austin spa offers
TLC for the summer
Seamud, avocado, shea
butter are ingredients
in new skin treatments.

Head to the
LakeHouse
Spa at Lake
Austin Spa
Resort for
some rest and
relaxation.
CONTRIBUTED

More Travel Matters on D12
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pre-screening, would beg
the technicians for more
time.

“They were so tense,”
Octo says. “A lot of them
were drunk. It was fun,”
he grins.

The festival was found-
ed in 1946, but the Riv-
iera has been luring cre-
ative luminaries since the
1920s. In 1925, F. Scott
Fitzgerald and his mer-
curial wife, Zelda, moved
into a seaside villa at
my next stop, Juan-les-
Pins in Antibes. Fitzger-
ald somehow found the
time to pen “Tender is
the Night” here, when he
wasn’t popping bottles of
bubbly with the likes of
Ernest Hemingway, Ru-
dolph Valentino and Pab-
lo Picasso.

In their current incar-
nation as the Hotel Belles
Rives, Fitzgerald’s old
digs still draw the rich
and famous. Colin Firth
and Emma Stone recent-
ly filmed scenes from
Woody Allen’s upcom-
ing period flick “Magic in
the Moonlight” here, tak-
ing advantage of its beau-
tifully preserved Art De-
co décor.

Nearby, the 16th-cen-
tury Fort Carré has also
enjoyed its 15 minutes of
fame. It was featured in
the 1983 James Bond flick
“Never Say Never Again,”
with Sean Connery and
Kim Basinger improbably
jumping off the ramparts
into the sea (on horse-
back, no less).

But for the most part,
the appeal of Antibes is
its ability to “keep it re-
al.” Fishermen hawk
their catch at the harbor,
restaurants boast cheeky
names like the Happy
Face and locals shop at
the central market, per-
haps pausing for a glass

or two of absinthe at the
atmospheric Absinthe
Bar on the Cours Masse-
na.

Further along the
coast, Nice has guest-
starred in films ranging
from “To Catch a Thief”
(Cary Grant and Grace
Kelly) to “Ronin” (Rob-
ert De Niro). Strolling
through the buzzing flow-
er market or negotiat-
ing the crowded seafront
Promenade des Anglais,
it’s easy to understand
why cinematographers
have found Nice’s energy
irresistible. Allow your-
self time to get lost in the
narrow streets of the Old
Town, and catch the free
elevator to the hilltop
Castle Park for panoram-
ic views of the city.

For me, the biggest
surprise is Villefranche-
sur-Mer, a cascade of
brightly painted build-
ings abutting a deep har-
bor. It’s a stunning lit-
tle town with an impos-
ing fort, and if it all seems
oddly familiar, that’s be-
cause it served as a back-
drop for so many films:
“An Affair to Remember”
(Cary Grant and Debo-
rah Kerr), “The Jewel
of the Nile” (Kirk Doug-
las), “Never Say Never
Again” (yes, again), and
“W.E.” (the tale of Wal-
lace Simpson and King
Edward VIII, directed by
Madonna), to name a few.
The local tourism office
can arrange guided mov-
ie tours, complete with
touch screens depicting
scenes filmed here.

The Hotel Welcome,
with its incomparable
harbor views, has host-
ed dozens of legendary
visitors to Villefranche,
including Jean Cocteau
(who painted the interior
of the local fisherman’s
chapel), Gerard Depar-
dieu, Catherine Deneuve
and President Harry Tru-
man.

Many luminaries have
also made their way next
door to La Mere Ger-
maine, a cozy restau-
rant founded in 1938 by
a woman who became a
sort of adopted mother to
World War II seamen.

Today, it’s run by her
Tahitian-born son-in-law,
the affable Remy Blou-
in, who produces a pho-
to of himself with his
arm around a smiling Bo-
ris Yeltsin, their necks
strung with Polynesian
shells.

I top my Riviera tour —

literally and figuratively
— with a stay at Chateau
Eza in Eze, a 13th-centu-
ry stone village 1,400 feet
above the coast. My ho-
tel, the former residence
of the Prince of Swe-
den, has been voted the
most romantic hotel in
the world by Conde Nast
Traveler, and it was here
that Bono, who owns a
home in the town below,
proposed to his wife.

I dine at the neighbor-
ing Chevre d’Or. This fa-
bled hotel and restaurant
has welcomed a catalog

of elite actors, from Lau-
ren Bacall and Humphrey
Bogart to Jack Nicholson
and Morgan Freeman,
who filmed a scene from
“The Bucket List” here.
Dinner at the gastronom-
ic restaurant, which fea-
tures two Michelin stars,
was — not surprising-
ly — on the men’s list of
“things to do before we
die.”

As for my own bucket
list? I’ve just penciled in
a return to the Riviera —
and perhaps another spin
in “my” trusty Porsche.

TRAVEL
Riviera
continued from D10

The Promenade des Anglais is a fine spot for people-watching in Nice, France, a town that
has been featured in more than a few movies. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE

A scene from“The Bucket
List”was filmed at Eze’s
Chevre d’Or, a fabled hotel
and restaurant.

A 13th-century stone village high above the coast, Eze has
lured celebrities such as Roger Moore, Sir Richard Branson,
Arnold Schwarzenegger and supermodel Claudia Schiffer.

GETTINGAROUND
Rent a Classic Car, www.
rentaclassiccar.com. Be
forewarned: Classic cars
don’t come with airbags
— or sometimes even
seatbelts. If you prefer
to be chauffeured in a
modern vehicle, consider
Executive Transport
Service, www.executive-
transport-service.com.

STAY
Cannes: Splendid Hotel,
www.splendid-hotel-
cannes.com. Harbor-
front hotel from $121.
Antibes: Hotel Belles
Rives, www.bellesrives.
com. Art Deco gem from
$210.
Nice: The Negresco,
www.hotel-negresco-
nice.com/en/. Filled with
antiques, this gorgeous
property makes you
stand up a little bit
straighter. From $226.
Villefranche: Hotel
Welcome, www.
welcomehotel.com. This
friendly hotel more than
lives up to its name. From
$262.
Eze: Chateau Eza, www.
chateaueza.com/
the-hotel.html. Offers
11 unique rooms and
suites. From $370.
Chevre d’Or, www.
chevredor.com. Its 37
rooms and suites —
including a presidential
suite with a private
infinity pool — are
scattered around the
village. From $329.
More info:
http://
us.rendezvousenfrance.
com
www.frenchriviera-
tourism.com

Who says traveling
with children means cha-
os? At San Antonio’s La
Cantera Hill Country Re-
sort, you can entertain
the entire family without
ever leaving the proper-
ty. Mom and Dad can re-
capture the slower pace
of life by relaxing at the
resort, perched atop one
of San Antonio’s high-
est points, while kids
will be surrounded by
thrills. Wrapped into the multifaceted property are six pools, a full-service spa
and fitness center, tennis courts, a kids club and teen center offering camps and
parent-free sessions and two championship 18-hole golf courses where kids can
swing their clubs for free with an adult. Pick up a scavenger hunt form to explore
trees, plants and animals found along the 1-mile La Cantera Nature Trail. Hop
on the complimentary five-minute shuttle to Six Flags Fiesta Texas, or make the
15-minute drive to Sea World. The resort also sits adjacent to the Shops at La Can-
tera, an upscale outdoor shopping complex.

It only takes a half-
hour and a few winding
roads to reach Sage Hill
Inn Above Onion Creek
in Kyle, a boutique re-
treat sitting on a sprawl-
ing 88 acres of bucolic
Hill Country land. This
rustically romantic Hill
Country hideaway is en-
tering its 20-year mark
with a new name, re-
vamped touches and al-
luring amenities like its
brand new Garden Spa,
featuring single and double massage rooms and an expansive treatment menu
ideal for pampering individuals, couples and girlfriends on a getaway. Here guests
can lounge in one of the hammocks scattered across the property, soak in the re-
cently renovated pool and oversized spa, entertain themselves on the new bocce
court and horseshoe pits and traverse several miles of hiking and biking trails dot-
ted with wildlife and towering native oaks. With an on-site vegetable garden and
commitment to locally sourced foods, guests don’t have to search far for a satisfy-
ing, sustainable meal — full hot breakfasts and three-course dinners are included
with your stay. Want to venture off? Hill Country wineries, Wimberley shopping
and three golf courses are located within 20 minutes from the property.

terrine, an eggy delight
layered with ricotta, pro-
sciutto, mushrooms,
manchego and herbs.
Yes, breakfast from the
critically acclaimed chef
comes with the stay. If
you crave more of Gi-
annakakis’ culinary tal-
ents, just ask. “When
you make good food, you
make people happy,” she
shrugs. Take some of the professional chef ’s techniques home with you by book-
ing a cook-and-dine class or simply sit back and relax — everything from a nosh
plate to a four-course meal can be arranged on-site, enjoyed inside or on the ex-
pansive covered porch overlooking the courtyard pool and in-ground spa.

Gateway Guesthouse offers a courtyard pool and in-
ground spa that feel worlds away. CONTRIBUTED BY MAURI ELBEL

Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek’s remodeled pool area is
rustically romantic. CONTRIBUTED

La Cantera Hill Country Resort in San Antonio is a great
choice for families. CONTRIBUTED
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Sage Hill Inn Above Onion Creek, www.sagehill.com

Enjoy the quiet mo-
ments that flourish at
Fredericksburg Herb
Farm, located four blocks
from the bustle of Fred-
ericksburg’s Main Street
shopping district. Four-
teen cottages are outfit-
ted with king beds and
front porch rockers that
provide a place to sip cof-
fee while watching the
sun rise or drink wine
while watching it set.
Take advantage of the
5,000-square-foot Nature
Spa, which features a wet
room, couples room, es-
thetician room, hand and
foot treatment room, sun
patio, infrared saunas
and showers. Farm Haus
Bistro, a historic 1890s
rock house turned restaurant, offers chef-inspired, ever-changing brunch, lunch
and dinner menus within a unique herb garden setting. Tuck into chicken and
waffles served with honey butter syrup for Sunday brunch, opt for a prosciutto
and gouda sourdough panini served with spicy tomato gazpacho for lunch or in-
dulge in lump crab stuffed sole topped with an herbed Meyer lemon buerre blanc
for dinner. Hot bistro breakfasts are provided for cottage guests, who also receive
discounts at the Poet’s Haus gift shop, where they can buy candles, lotions and
soaps.

Take a romantic road
trip along picturesque
Hill Country roads to dis-
cover what awaits high
on a hill in Loyal Val-
ley, halfway between
Fredericksburg and Ma-
son: Tres Lunas Resort.
“We’re not actually that
far off into the wilder-
ness, and yet we’re not
that close to the pave-
ment, either,” says Craig
Conlee, who has creat-
ed suites and casitas that
brilliantly marry zen and
country alongside part-
ner Carol Conlee. Here,
deer graze silently in the
backdrop and the only
audible sounds are breez-
es whirling through the
windmill — it’s so peace-
ful you might keep rock-
ing in the chairs and sipping Texas wine until the stars glitter in the coal-black sky
above. Soak in uninterrupted vistas that surround the poshienda, traverse miles
of trails, do yoga, take a plunge in the pool, meditate in the tiny stone chapel or
recharge the soul by doing nothing at all. “People get grounded here,” says Carol
Conlee. “This is a very magical part of the Hill Country — out here, there is a view
so far you can almost see the future.” About 30 wineries are located within 40
minutes of the property, and the Conlee’s will arrange spa treatments, horseback
riding, fly fishing or kayaking trips upon request. A Hill Country outback cow-
boy breakfast, complete with sourdough biscuits prepared in a cast iron skillet, is
served each morning. For dinner, opt for one of the Conlee’s fabulous four-course
meals ($40 per person including wine) such as Grand Marnier prawns served with
mixed greens, homemade crusty sourdough bread, fire-grilled pork tenderloin
and vegetables, all topped off with made-from-scratch bread pudding.

La Cantera Hill Country Resort, www.lacanteraresort.com

Tres Lunas Resort, www.treslunasresort.com

Fredericksburg Herb Farm, www.fredericksburgherbfarm.com

Farm Haus Bistro offers chef-inspired, ever-changing
menus. CONTRIBUTED BY FREDERICKSBURG HERB FARM

Visitors to Tres Lunas Resort can watch a sunset high on a
hill in Loyal Valley. CONTRIBUTED BY SPIDER JOHNSON


